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A Girlguiding Scotland guide to running transition events for Brownies (age 9+)
WHAT IS GATEWAY TO GUIDES?
Gateway to Guides is a transition event designed to help Brownies prepare to move up to Guides. This event model has been successfully piloted by Girlguiding Scotland with events held at Netherurd in 2015 and 2016.

Following positive feedback from girls and Leaders we have created this event guide to help volunteers run local Gateway to Guides events. 
We have designed this event model to be adaptable to suit the requirements of your County/District. 
You can deliver Gateway to Guides at a County/District weekend, over one or two nights or as a day event, and all of the activities can be adapted to suit the outdoor activities available at your venue. 
All the activities in this event pack guide have been tried and tested with both Leaders and girls. 
WHAT SECTIONS CAN ATTEND?
Gateway to Guides events are primarily for Brownies age 9+ plus Guides, Brownie Leaders and Guide Leaders.
You can invite some new and more experienced Guides to support and befriend Brownies at this event although do remember the focus of this event is Brownies who are preparing to move up a section. 
How many Brownies and Guides you invite is up to you. In our pilots we found a ratio of eight Brownies to two Guides worked well, with the girls regularly changing groups for different activities. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
A sample weekend programme is included in this pack, along with a sample activity programme. These can be amended to suit your own event. The activity programme is based on groups of eight Brownies and two Guides. 
Everyone was given an individual activity timetable which they kept in the plastic ID pouch on their lanyard. A sample blank individual activity timetable is attached.
Please remember to fill in/submit the appropriate forms prior to the event. This includes: REN (Residential Event Notification) where appropriate and Information and Consent for Event/Activity Health Information.  If you are unsure about forms for your event, contact your Commissioner. All forms can be downloaded from the Girlguiding Website.
ACTIVITIES
This event model is designed to flexible and you can add in your own activities to meet the needs of your group. 

We recommend offering a variety of activities (camping, crafts, and sports, outdoors & indoors activities) rather than focussing on just one aspect of being a Guide so girls see the wide range of fun activities they can enjoy as Guides. 
RESOURCES IN THIS PACK

This pack includes activity ideas and instructions along with editable certificates for completing different elements of this event. 

COMMENTS WALL
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We would recommend having a comments wall at your event as it gives a good indication of what the girls liked and didn’t like during the event. 
EVENT EVALUATION & FEEDBACK

It’s a good idea to do this at the end of your event to get feedback from the girls and Leaders. The information is really useful to have before you organise your next event.

An easy and quick way to do this is to put each ‘feedback’ question on individual sheets of paper on the wall, ask the girls to write their answers on post-it-notes and stick these to the sheet. Leaders can be given evaluation forms.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
We hope you enjoy your Gateway to Guides event. If you have any questions about any of the activities/challenges please email – Rachel@girlguiding-scot.org.uk
We would love to see what you get up to at your Gateway to Guides event. Tweet us at @GirlguidingScot or send your stories or photos to yourstories@girlguiding-scot.org.uk

PROGRAMME OUTLINE & ACTIVITIES

ALL ABOUT GUIDES

Start your day/weekend with a talk from the Guides attending your event. Have the girls speak to the Brownies about all the fun and adventure they’ve enjoyed with Guides - what they’ve done, where they’ve been and what they love most about being a Guide. If possible have the Guides share a slide show or printed photos.

ICE BREAKER QUIZ/CHALLENGE FLOOR BOARD GAME

Split into teams, which should include a mix of Brownies, Guides, Brownie Leaders and Guide Leaders. You could include a buzzer for each team.
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Set out your “board”. We used value floor tiles (available from DIY/Home Stores) and sports marker cones - a different colour for each team. You will need a set of numbered tiles for each team.

The quiz includes questions about Brownies, Guides and guiding around the world as well as some fun, hands-on challenges. Teams move one space for a correct answer and for coming first in the challenge. You could easily adapt this with your own questions and challenges.

You can find instructions for the challenges on the following page. Feel free to add in or adapt these questions and challenges.
Sample questions and challenges:
1. What age do you have to be to join Guides?

2. Brownies have Sixes – what do Guides have?

3. Name a Brownie Six Emblem and a Guide Patrol Emblem 
CHALLENGE – Tie a Reef Knot

4. When Brownies first started they wore a blue uniform and were called what?

5. What date is Thinking Day?

6. In what country are Brownies and Guides called Girl Scouts?
CHALLENGE – World Foods - Match the picture of the food to its name and its country

7. What do the letters WAGGS stand for?

8. Name two of Girlguiding’s World Centres
CHALLENGE - World Centre Jigsaws

9. Every County has a Trefoil Guild who help out in units and at events, what colour of trefoil do they wear?
CHALLENGE - Match the colour to its name
10. What colour is the new Guide uniform?
     CHALLENGE - Put up the tent and get as many of your team into it as possible. 
Challenges:

1. World Foods

Print at least 12 pictures of food from around the world, like the example below.

Make cards with the name of the food and the country it comes from. 
Teams need to match the picture, name of food and the country it comes from. 
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I'm a Girlguiding Teddy Bear and | like to do
lots of different things. Working as a group,
you need to take my photograph doing as
many of the things on this sheet as | can.
Make sure everyone gets a chance to be in a
photo with me. Have fun!!

2. Teddy lending a hand 0
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3. Teddy and
some Brownies
with Netherurd
House in the
background

4. Teddy in trouble

8. Teddy climbing a tree 5. Teddy Meeting some Guides

and a Brownie below to

catch him if he slips 7. Teddy and a Brownie having
a wee rest

8. Teddy visiting a Hobbit House





2.  Match the Colour

Cut out colour samples from paint charts and stick onto card. Print the shade names onto cards. Teams have to match the colour to its name.
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	Liberty Blue
	
	Indian Ivy
	
	Charcoal Grey
	
	Volcanic Splash

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Damson Dream
	
	Fuchsia Falls
	
	Velvet Ribbon
	
	Caramel Sand

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3. World Centre Jigsaws

Print pictures of the World Centres onto card (A5 size) – two of each Centre. Laminate, and then cut one of each into a jigsaw. Make sure each jigsaw has the same amount of pieces. Have teams race against each other to complete their jigsaw the fastest, then check them against the original pictures to see if they got all the pieces in the right place.
4. Pitch your Tent
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Teams race to be the first to put up their tent and get all team members inside. This can be done indoors or outdoors. 
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Teddy’s Photo

Challenge

TEDDY’S PHOTO CHALLENGE

You will need:
· Laptop

· 1 digital camera per group (cameras can be borrowed from SHQ but check availability as Scottish Events take priority, please email Rachel@girlguiding-scot.org.uk to arrange this)

· Digital projector & screen (or project on to a wall) 
· 1 Girlguiding/ Girlguiding Scotland teddy per group(available to borrow from SHQ, please email Rachel@girlguiding-scot.org.uk to arrange this)
· 1 instruction card per group (laminated)

PLEASE NOTE: Laptop and cameras must be able to connect.
Customise the scenarios on the instruction card to suit your hall/outside space.

· Brownies should be divided into teams and decide on a team name.
· Each team should include a Guide or Guides to help the Brownies throughout the challenge. The activity should be overseen by a Leader but be led by the girls.
· This is a chance for Brownies to use their imaginations – coming up with creative photos for each situation on Teddy’s Photo Challenge Sheet (see next page).  
· Once all the teams have taken their photos, upload these to the laptop to show the whole group what each team came up with. 
· At the end of the day,  show a slide show of all the photos taken so that the girls can see each group’s different ideas
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This activity is suitable for all abilities, and encourages girls to come up with their own ideas while working as a team. 
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Camera/Craft

Challenge

CAMERA CRAFT CHALLENGE

You will need:

· Laptop and printer (Please note: laptop and camera must be able to connect)
· 2 Digital cameras per group (cameras can be borrowed from SHQ but check availability as Scottish Events take priority, please email Rachel@girlguiding-scot.org.uk to arrange this)

· Items of Guide uniform in assorted sizes (borrow from your Guide Unit or there is a box available from SHQ, please email Rachel@girlguiding-scot.org.uk to arrange this)

· Dressing up props – try using the props that you can buy for photo booths at weddings/parties etc. This can include wigs, hats, glasses, moustaches, large picture frame, blow up musical instruments etc.
· One picture frame for each girl (see below)
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A selection of self-adhesive jewels, flowers stars etc. to decorate frames (www.bakerross.co.uk)
This type of frame is ideal for this activity. It is very reasonably priced, and has Perspex instead of glass.

Using self-adhesive decorations for the frames means there is no waiting time for glue to dry!

This activity is suitable for all abilities and allows the girls to produce the same end result.
· Girls pick props and take photos of each other or in groups. The activity should be overseen by a Leader but be led by the girls.

· If you have limited inside/outside space you can create a “photo booth” area, or “photo wall” using different backgrounds (for example: wallpaper patterned with bricks, trees,  forests, mountains or city-scape scenes, by hanging up  different fabrics or you can purchase a themed background from online providers – for example at www.peaks.co.uk)
Once the girls have taken their photos, they choose the one they like best. Leaders print photos while the girls decorate their frames. 
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HAVE A GO AT GO FOR ITS!
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You will need

A selection of Go For Its (available to borrow from SHQ, please email Rachel@girlguiding-scot.org.uk to arrange this)

Have the Guides or Guide Leaders tell Brownies more about Go For Its and show them some examples. 

Ask your Guide Leaders to arrange for Brownies to try out a selection of activities from Go For It - for example: Healthy Eating, Peace, Five Senses, Experiment and Fitness
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Have a Go at Go For Its! certificates are included on the next page, just amend them to include the Go For Its! that you tried. You can download the correct graphics from the Girlguiding Website: http://guides.girlguiding.org.uk/gfibadge/gfi/index.html 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Had a Go at Go For Its!

At Gateway to Guides 
Date………………………………………………….



…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Had a Go at Go For Its!

At Gateway to Guides 
Date………………………………………………….


OTHER ACTIVITIES
Depending on weather and venue, Gateway to Guides can be a great opportunity to offer Brownies a taste of camping. 
In our 2015 pilot Brownies had a go at hammering in tent pegs, made s ’mores and spent time in a tent with Guides and Leaders asking questions about camping and hearing all about camp blankets.

BROWNIES GO FOR IT!

The Brownie Go For It has been specially designed to help Brownies prepare to move up to Guides and can be incorporated into your Gateway to Guides event.

In our 2016 pilot, following feedback from Leaders we included the Brownie Go For It!. Guide Leaders organised the activities to fit in with the programme, and Brownies were awarded their badge at the end of the event.

CAMPFIRE

Holding a campfire can be a great way to help Brownies and Guides get to know each other and learn some new songs. Campfires have been a highlight of both Gateway to Guides pilot events.  
If you can’t have an outside campfire, have one indoors, in the dark, with a large circle of as many battery operated candles/tealights as you can get to create a ‘fire’!
SAMPLE PROGRAMME
Gateway to Guides

11 to 13 November 2016

Friday night 

· Arrival between 7.00pm and 8.00pm

· Filled Baked Potatoes – Yoghurt & Fruit – ongoing from 7.00pm

· Beds to be made up

· Welcome, Introductions and house rules

· Presentation by Guides – What we do and where we’ve been.                                       

· Floor Board Quiz Game based on Guiding & including challenges– mixed teams of Brownies/Guides/Leaders

· Saturday Activities explained – Names entered on Activity Sheet and individual timetables completed.

· Bed

Times will be flexible depending on arrival

Saturday

· Breakfast 8.00am

· Activities/Challenges/ Brownies Go For It! from 9.00am till 4.30pm

· Morning break 11.00am – 11.30am     Lunch 1.30pm- 2.15pm

· Activities finish at 4.30pm and dinner is at 6.00pm with the Campfire at 8.00pm.   We will use this time to show and discuss Guide resources – Go For It’s, Badges etc and for Brownies to ask questions – 
Sunday

· Breakfast 8.00pm

· 9.00am – 11.00am Have a Go at Go For Its!

· Break 11.00am – 11.30am

· Stripping beds and packing bags

· 12.00 – hands on feedback and evaluation

· Lunch 1.00pm

· Departure between 1.30pm and 2.00pm
SAMPLE CERTIFICATE
MEXICO
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